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OVERVIEW

. The way Christians accept or fail to accept other Christians - Romans 14:1-8

. Answerable to God - responsible Christians - Romans 14:9-16

. The nature of God's kingdom - Romans 14:17

. Approved by God and man - Romans 14:18-23

THE WAY CHRISTIANS ACCEPT OR FAIL TO ACCEPT OTHER CHRISTIANS

ROMANS 14:1-8

. In chapter 14 Paul narrows his focus to those who heard and believed the Gospel
. These verses are directed to the members of the church - the body of Christ
. All who know Christ, as Savior must stand with each other for Christ's

kingdom
. Those who think of themselves as strong in faith must not exclude those

who may wrestle with "disputable matters"

. The first example - what we eat - Romans 14:1-4
. The first question was whether it was right for Christians to eat meat or

whether they had to be vegetarians
. There was nothing in the Old Testament law that required Jews to be

vegetarians
. However, jews did have dietary restrictions
. Careful distinctions were to be made between "clean" animals, which could

be eaten and "unclean" animals that couldn't be eaten

. The people were told not to eat blood

. Nothing in chapter 14 indicates that this is what Paul had in mind

. The striking thing about Paul's handling of this and similar issues in
Romans 14 is that he does not attempt to resolve them here as he does in
other places

. He is more concerned with the attitude that either looks down on or

condemns the other Christians

. Stop fighting over it and stop letting it determine with whom you wiii
associate in Christ's service

. We must not look down on others if they approach Jesus' service differently
than we do

. God has accepted all Christians as he or she is
. A Christian is one who stands before God not on the basis of his or

her own righteousness, but by the work of Jesus Christ
. Other Christians stand by the grace of God just as we do








